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AND WHEN YOU HAVE TURNED BACK… 

Luke 22 

I believe many of us can relate to Peter.  He seemed 

to regularly battle “foot and mouth disease.”  He’d 

open his mouth and speak without thinking or just 

reveal his own weaknesses.  Sounds like my        

biography at times. 
 

On the night Jesus was betrayed, Jesus foretold 

what Peter would do for his next and maybe worst 

feat.  He told him that he would deny Jesus three 

times.  Of course, like each of us, Peter vehemently 

denounced he’d do any such thing saying: “Lord, I 

am ready to go with you to prison and to death!”   
 

Sounds familiar – when confronted with our weak-

nesses or reputation, we deny we’d ever do such a 

terrible thing. We argue and defend our character 

and say we would never fall for such an attack of 

Satan.  
 

So it was for Peter, but that very evening, after     

Jesus had been arrested, he denied knowing the 

Lord three times.  Not just once or even twice, but 

three times!  Can you imagine what must have been 

going through Peter’s mind?  Can you imagine how 

sick he must have felt, the knots in his stomach? 

 

I can and I’m sure you can also.   
 

Yet, even knowing what Peter would do, and even 

knowing what you and I would do, Jesus went to 

the cross and took our place – that we might be 

reconciled and forgiven!  One of my favorite      

passages is in Mark chapter 16, when after the 

resurrection, the Angel says to the women, “Go 

and tell the disciples and Peter…”  Do you get it?  

All of the disciples had abandoned Jesus. They 

had run and hid in fear.  But Peter, he had 

“denied” his Lord.   
 

The Lord Jesus knew how crushed Peter was and 

how he must have felt that there was no hope for 

him having denied his Lord.  Yes, Jesus knew and 

so He said, “go and tell the disciples and Peter.”  

Basically, go and tell him he is restored and forgiv-

en.  Peter would again through forgiveness be 

used as a forgiven and restored child of God. 

 

How about you?  What is it that makes you think 

that God can’t or won’t use you?  Hear this – He 

still loves you.  By faith, He has forgiven and re-

stored you to again go and serve him.  May the 

Lord bless you as you arise forgiven and share the 

message of hope.   

  

Pastor Rockey 



AGLC MESSENGER P A G E  T W O  

YOUTH 

Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth    

Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the 

opportunity to come together as a community of God’s 

people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian 

faith and their Lutheran identity. Youth Gatherings also 

affirm, equip, and support adults who work with young 

people. Gatherings celebrate the meaning of Christian 

joy in all of life’s situations and recognize and affirm 

the diversity of God’s people. 

The next Gathering will be held on July 11-15, 2019 in 

Minneapolis, MN. During the five days of the Gather-

ing, youth spent time together in God’s word, worship, 

service, and fellowship with others from across the 

Synod and world.  

This year Julia Rockey, Fall Kuhn, Kaitlin Rockey,  

Olivia Kuhn (pictured left to right below) will be         

attending. Elizabeth Rockey will be their Primary Adult 

Leader (PAL-not picture) guiding them in Bible study, 

devotion, and community activities.  

The Amazing Grace youth are so appreciative of 

your support at their Valentines Dinner, shirt 

sales and in the congregation’s annual budg-

et!  They would further appreciate your prayers 

as they dig into the Word, grow in their personal 

relationship with the Lord and discover more of 

God’s presence that is real and overflowing with 

love. 

Psalm 46 is the Gathering’s focal point into the 

Scriptures. From Psalm 46, they then wander 

through the rest of the Psalms to see where those 

initial ideas are supported, challenged, pushed fur-

ther, and clarified. The theme for the Gathering 

is “Real. Present. God.” Present through the 

Psalms and in our lives today.  

REAL PRESENT GOD…REAL PRESENT 
LOVE 

Under the theme of the National Youth        

Gathering, “Real Present God”, the Youth from 

AGLC who will attend this summer’s NYG in 

Milwaukee, hosted a Fund Raiser Dinner Event 

on February 9.  As it was Valentine’s week, 

they added a twist that pointed the attendees to 

the reality that only in Christ do we have “Real   

Present Love”!   We thank the more than 65 

who attended and others who donated raising 

more than $1200.   

If you are interested in becoming a prayer  partner, 

writing notes & letters of encouragement and prayer 

for growth and safe travel before the girls are at the 

gathering to send with them on their journey, please 

contact Elizabeth Rockey 

(elizabethrocks1@yahoo.com). Amazing Grace, we 

love you and pray you too experience our  

Real. Present. God.  

mailto:elizabethrocks1@yahoo.com


P A G E  T H R E E  AGLC MESSENGER 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

"Health and Hope" was the theme of our Women's Retreat held on March 9 at Amazing Grace. Dr. Melody 

Stevens, DPT, from San Diego, presented a day full of information about living our best lives, spiritually,  

physically and emotionally. Several sessions included learning to use Therabands for exercise, foot        

washing following Christ's example, healthy eating habits and penning letters to ourselves. One hundred and 

nine women were in attendance; over half were guests. It was a wonderful, inspirational time---we are 

blessed! 

 
 

 

Game Day was enjoyed by several     

ladies who gathered at the church for an 

afternoon of lively amusements!   

It was fun learning new board games 

and getting to know one another.   

Join us on Wednesday, April 24  

from 7-9 pm for Game Night---learn 

something new and meet new friends! 

We're having a Trip to Africa presentation and “Spring Salad Luncheon “   

and we'd like you to be there!!     

Women's Ministry of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church is organizing this event 

for Saturday, May 4 at 12:00 noon at the church.  

 We are having it pot-luck-style, so each person can sign up to bring a salad, 

rolls, or dessert to share.   

 

Besides having fun getting to know each other, the highlight of the afternoon will be                         

"A Trip to Africa"-- slides presented by Amazing Grace’s own award winning photographer and captivating 

story teller Betty Eich of her 5-week trip to that continent. Animals and people will come to life as she 

shares stories and pictures from her safaris and personal encounters in villages and towns.  Please sign up 

in the Fellowship Hall, or by email to Cathy Driller at ecdriller@gmail.com.  Hope to see you there! Invite a 

friend. 

mailto:ecdriller@gmail.com


ELC Newsletter  
April 2019 

Julie Bedard, Director 

On Wednesday, May 15, we will celebrate 

the end of our first school year at Amazing 

Grace Early Learning Center.  There will be 

a brief worship service at 5:30 pm, followed 

by dinner.  We look forward to having you 

join the families of the ELC in this celebra-

tion of God’s goodness.  In order to prepare           

adequately for food, please sign up on the 

sheet on the sign up table by the end of      

service on May 12.  Thanks and we hope to 

see you .there! 

 

Family Faith Kits were 
presented to each family.  
These boxes        were 
lovingly refinished  and 
filled by members of 
Amazing Grace 

Wednesday ELC Chapel...Pastor Rockey telling of Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday and singing…”ho, ho, ho, hosanna...ha, ha, hallelujah”.   

NEW  PAVED PARKING FOR ELC 
 

Thank you for your continued support 

that provided the funds to complete this 

important project.  This will not only bless 

the Early Learning Center, but the church 

with more paved parking as well. 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Charmaine Richards       Larry & Pam Steinbach    Rev.Allen & Chris Deinert       Rev Bruce Lamont 

 
NEW MEMBERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY!  On Sunday March 24, Amazing Grace received 13 new mem-
bers and partners in Christ’s mission.  We thank the Lord for continuing to lead new people to here be fed and 
equipped for lives of faith.  Our goal is not to just have “new members,” but to see people continue to grow in their 
faith and to see God’s kingdom grow.   

 

 
On Saturday March 16, more than 60 members and leaders of Amazing Grace gathered for a “Visioning 
Retreat.”  After a hot breakfast and opening time of worship, each of the congregation’s Ministries 
(Boards) worked on defining new “Goals, Objectives and Action Plans.”   
 

The intent is that each Ministry will evaluate and focus their energies on how they can help to fulfill Amaz-
ing Grace’s Vision of reaching new people, build on our strengths, see more people come to faith in more 
Baptisms and Confirmations, to see more families and young people, as well as other areas revealed in 
the “2020 Visioning” Process.  Each of the Ministries will be presenting their final draft at the April Board 
of Directors Meeting.   
 

Keep this process in prayer and remember, we are all called to “share the reason for the hope that we 
have”, and to “make disciples!”   

            Bill & Sheryl Behrens                 Ed & Linda Richards 

     A VISION FOR THE FUTURE – A VISION FROM GOD 

Not pictured Bill & Kay 
Backus 



P A G E  S I X  AGLC MESSENGER 

OUTREACH 

Our Golf Scramble’s Recipe  
for Success by Lyle Mueller 

 
Ingredients: 

 

Planning committee (7) 
Perfect weather provider (1) 
AGLC & ELC staff assistance (6) 
Day-of-event volunteers (20) 
Eagle Ridge CC staff 
Food venders (2) 
Hole, beverage cart, & putting contest  
sponsors (25) 
Monetary, service, & merchandise              
 donors  (20) 
Golfers (72) 
 

Instructions: 
 

Trust the Provider of all 
Bring together all ingredients on 3/23/19 
Add a dash of fellowship and joy 
Blend for 8 hours 
Rejoice and give thanks 
 

Outcome: 
 

Sunburns, smiles, and happy golfers 
Funds for ELC security system upgrade  
$10,000 
Support for youth attending National Youth 
Gathering  $1000 
 
  Repeat next year on Sat. March 21, 2020 
 

 

 
MAY 5th 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
One Worship Service Only 

10:15 

UP & COMING 
 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Thrs. Apr.18  Worship Service               
 w/Communion-7pm  

 
GOOD FRIDAY  

Fri. Apr. 19  Worship Service   
      12pm  & 7pm 

 
EASTER 

Sun. Apr 21 Worship Service  w/
Communion 8am, 10:15am 

 
Special Lite Easter Brunch 

 
Children’s Activities 9:15am 

 
Butterfly Release 

9:30am 



P A G E  S E V E N  AGLC MESSENGER 

      OUTREACH 

St. Louis Lutheran High School South 
Concert & Jazz Band Concert 

 
 

These talented band/concert members spent time in the early 
afternoon with our ELC children explaining instruments and 

showering them with attention and ended the day with a          
fabulous concert 

  Saturday, March 30, 7pm 

 
Found at Urban Hair...Our rocks are sharing 
the good news of Christ in The Villages.  
Where have you seen rocks? 

“The Made to Crave Action Plan”, met on Monday 

evenings as a follow up to Women’s “Health & Hope”        

Retreat.  This video-based study helped participants make 

better life choices. 

Facilitated by Lois Schaefer and Cathy Driller proved to be a 

success.  About 28 people attended this class. 



  Church Schedule—Sunday                                                   
    8:00am Traditional Worship   
    9:00am and 11:15am  Fellowship 
    9:15am Bible Study          
  10:15am Praise Worship  
  10:15am Children’s Church 
  10:15am Sunday School 

4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl  34484   
 

        www.amazinggracelc.org       
    

352-748-1201 

                             

   AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

APRIL/MAY 
BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL/MAY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

             
 
 
 
          

    YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

Altar Guild  
Janice Pena            816-453-3527          
Ruth Collver            727-519-5356 
Children’s Education 
Linda Scholfield     352-307-3063 
Christian Education 
Dennis Wallinger   414-732-1231 
Life Groups 
  Open 
Fellowship  
 Jan Poch          508-982-6337          
Human Care 
  Open                    
Membership 
 Jim Bleau          352-259-7528 
Outreach 
 Lois Schaefer      352-750-5839 
Property 
  Mark Winka         314-717-4133 
Stewarding 
  Adrienne Madison 518-242-6356 
Youth 
  Pastor Rockey        352-391-3363 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Robinson, PR   309-922-7346  
Sandy Sanders VP 314-651-3353 
Peg Ludwig, Sec    336-259-5449  
Ron Poch Treas     352-245-1842   
Lois Clymer           215-718-3570 
Marie Schriefer       352-399-5200 
Ted Templeton       414-940-6004    
Jane Nodar (ELC)  352-633-3107 

 

  CHURCH STAFF    352-748-1201 
Church Office Hours 
Tues—Fri: 8:30-3pm 

Pastor Rockey          352-391-3363 
Adm. Asst. Donna Battard 
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman 
 

   EARLY LEARNING CENTER 
               352-350-6449 
Director -Julie Bedard 

 

            YOUR DEACONS 
Eric Fehlau  219-902-8073 
Ralph Grewe  352-753-8085 
Ed & Liz Johnson 362-860-1203 
Wanda Pierce 352-391-9791 
Chuck Remus 708-805-4217 
Bob Renner  770-380-4617 
John Wolf             586-246-8172 

           

APRIL 
 

Iris Holzapfel   3 
Jim Heinz   7  
Gunnard Fredrickson  8  
Fall Kuhn   8  
Toddy King   9 
Joanne Robinson   9 
Karen Templeton                            11  
Flora Kline               12 
Ruth Bremer               13 
Deb Kroninger               16 
Ned Gottleber               18  
Debra Kiley               18  
Pam Long               20 
Pastor Allen Deinert                       22 
Chris Gottleber               22 
Donna McArdle               26 
Chuck Hittle               27 
Sandy Sanders               28 
Judie Gemuenden               30 
       
         MAY 
 

Ray Cavanaugh    1  
Linda Richards   1  
Shelby Young   1  
Justin Yancey   5 
Barb DeLong   8 
Ed Williams                             11 
Ron Biel                16 
Betty  Eich               16 
Ralph Grewe               20 
Ed Eich                22 
Doug Brodbeck               25  
John Kiley               25 
Peggy Ludwig               26  
Bill Ingle               29  
Linda Bull               30 
Mary Hicks               31  

APRIL 
 

Bernie & Iris Holzapfel                15  
Bernie & Edythe Bork            24 
 

MAY 
Amy Manning               5 
Shelby & Sandy Young             11 
Dick & Kathy Pelletier             18 
Bill & Chris Donaldson             20 
Chuck & Sue Livingston             20 

                        OUR MISSION                    
“Experience Christ’s Love.  Live It.  Share it” 




